This 73^rd^ Annual American Academy of Dermatology (AAD) meeting was a huge success. It was held on March 20--24, 2015 in America\'s most beautiful city, San Francisco, founded in 1776 by the Spanish as Yerba Buena, and later re-named after St. Francis of Assisi. AAD President Brett Coldiron stressed the value and cost-effectiveness of dermatology. Legendary Cincinnati Red Sox baseball catcher Johnny Bench advocated skin cancer prevention. Congressman Mike Thompson of California, a member of the powerful US House of Representatives Ways and Means Committee, evinced health policy for the future.

Many superb lectures were given. Mark Lebwohl (USA) has been favorably impressed with psoriasis therapy using the investigational biologic agent brodalumab, particularly at a higher dosage. Davinder Parsad (India) covered disorders of pigmentation while Koushik Lahiri (India) focused on common hypopigmenting conditions. Amit G. Pandya (USA) led an enlightening forum on what\'s new in melasma, discussing the differential diagnosis in relation to the anatomic distribution of facial hyperpigmentation. Arnold Oranje (Holland) covered hemangiomas and vascular malformations, emphasizing proper use of propranolol. Luca Borradori (Switzerland) highlighted the clinical spectrum of autoimmune bullous diseases. Antoni Ribas (USA) lauded immunotherapeutic advances in melanoma treatment. Jon M. Hanifin (USA) delineated treatment options for atopic dermatitis. Moisturizers and topical steroids are the main-stay, but calcineurin inhibitors can be important too. David E. Cohen (USA) proclaimed formaldehyde as the 2015 American Contact Dermatitis Society Contact Allergen of the year for 2015, with a patch test concentration of 2.0% recommended when indicated.

Many luminaries attended \[Figures [1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}--[8](#F7){ref-type="fig"}\]. All enjoyed the spectacular visage of San Francisco, whose recovery since the 1906 earthquake \[[Figure 9](#F9){ref-type="fig"}\] and more recent ones has only enhanced its radiance.
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